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hardware and metal products, iron works
and machine shops. The surrounding coun-
try is a rich agricultural district, the princi-
pal products being wheat, corn, tobacco,
poultry, and live stock. Lancaster was set-
tled in 1718, and incorporated as a city in
1818. It was the capital of the State from
1799 to 1812; p. 61,345.

Lancaster, Duchy of, an English duchy
created during the reign of Edward m. In
1351 the title of Duke was granted to Henry,
Earl of Lancaster, as a reward for distin-
guished military services, and at the same
time the dignity of a county palatine was con-
ferred upon him. Following the War of the
Roses Edward iv., of the house of York, in
1461 obtained an act of parliament 'for in-
corporating and also for confiscating the
Duchy of Lancaster to the Crown of Eng-
land forever,' and since then the ruling mon-
arch has held the duchy with all its liberties
and privileges. The chancellorship of the
duchy is a political appointment and is us-
ually held by a cabinet minister. Consult
Raines' History of Lancashire; Fishwick's
History of Lancashire.

Lancaster, Sir James (?isso-i6i8), Eng-
lish navigator, commanded one of the vessels
in the attack upon the Spanish Armada in
1588. He went to India in 1691, returning
three years later with rich spoil, and in 1596
captured Pernambuco in Brazil. After the
organization of the East India Company he
gave it the first footing at Atjeh and Java,
returned to England, where he was knighted
by Elizabeth, and there spent the rest of his
life as a director of the East India Company.
He interested himself hi the project for dis-
covering the Northwest Passage, and Lan-
caster Sound named by Baffin in his honor.

Lancaster, Joseph (1778-1838), British
educator, founder of the Lancasterian sys-
tem of education, was born in London. He
devised the plan of having the older pupils
teach the younger, i.e., the monitorial system,
and soon interested some of the nobility, who
organized the Royal Lancasterian Society.
From this grew the British and Foreign
School Society, which established schools all
over England and in parts of the Continent.
In 1818 Lancaster made a trip to America,
visiting the United States, Canada, Mexico,
and South America, where his ideas were re-
ceived with favor and several schools were
established.

Lancaster Sound, a channel, connecting
Baffin Bay and Barrow Strait, discovered by
Baffin (1616), named in honor of Sir James

Lancaster and traversed by Sir William Par-
ry in 1819.
Lancelet.   See Amphioxus.
Lancelot du Lac, one of the heroes of the
Arthurian legends, distinguished for his deeds
of valor and as the lover of Queen Guine-
vere. Various poets have told of the love of
Lancelot and Guinevere; notably Tennyson
in his Idylls of the King. Consult Rhys'
Studies in the Arthurian Legend; Newell's
King Arthur and the Round Table; Weston's
The Legend of Sir Lancelot du Lac in Grimm
Library, vol. xii; Gray's Lancelot of the
Laik, from the Cambridge University Libra-
ry MSS.
Lancers, cavalry regiments carrying light
lances. They were originally employed in
the Cossack regiments of Russia, whence
they were introduced into European warfare
by Napoleon. The lance is from 8 to n ft.
long, and carries a small pennon just below
the point. Lancers are not employed in the
United States service. See CAVALRY.
Lancewood, the wood of certain trees be-
longing to the genus Oxandra (Bocagea}^ a
subdivision of the order Anonaceae. It is
tough and elastic.
Lan-chou-fu, or Lanchow, city, North
China, capital of the province of Kan-su, on
the right bank of the Hoang-ho. A brisk
trade in silk, fur, metal and wooden articles,
grain and tea is carried on, the city being at
the convergence of the trade routes connect-
ing China with Mongolia, Turkestan, and
Tibet; p.500,000.
Lanciani, Rodolfo Amadeo (1847-1929),
Italian archaeologist, was born in Rome. He
superintended many Roman researches of
importance and published / commentari di
Frontino intorno le acque et gli acquedotti
(1880); Ancient Rome in the Light of Re-
cent Discoveries (1888), comprising his Am-
erican lectures; Forma Urbis Romce, a plan
of classic Rome in 46 plates, with historical
text (1893-1901); New Tales of Old Rome
(1901), etc.
Land, as opposed to water, occupies about
two-sevenths of the earth's surface, covering
an estimated area of 55,100,000 sq. m. For a
discussion of its formation, of the forms
which it has assumed under the influence of
the multifold forces of nature, of its distribu-
tion and varied physical characteristics, see
GEOLOGY, GEOMORPHOLOGY and GEOGRAPHY.
The historical problems regarding the origin
of property in land are discussed under the
head VILLAGE COMMUNITY, and regarding
the beginnings of land tenure in England